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From Fujian, the eastern starting point of the ancient Maritime Silk Road, ships set

sail southward and westward, all the way to the Red Sea coast of Saudi Arabia.
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Along this archaic route, amid the rolling waves, you will witness a millennia-old

dialogue between two great civilizations.
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Over the millennia since the inception of the Maritime Silk Road
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the friendship between China and Saudi Arabia has been symbolized by
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The same Persian blue found in Fujian was covered by sand in Port Salem.
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the Arabian incense used by Chinese literati
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Zhangzhou kiln ceramics adorned with Arabian decorative elements
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and the distinctive Arabian black tea that crossed the seas
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From Fujian to the ancient Arabian kingdom
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Zheng He's fleet completed its farthest journey
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during his seven voyages to the Western Oceans.
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Today, retracing this ancient maritime Silk Road, we witness new stories unfolding

between Fujian and Saudi Arabia.
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On November 18, 2024, the second phase of the Gulei Refining and Chemical
Integration Project, with a total investment of 71.1 billion yuan, was launched.

This is the largest industrial project in Fujian's history, involving the construction of
over 30 refining and chemical units, including an oil refinery of 16 million tons per
year, an ethylene unit of 1.5 million tons per year, and an aromatics unit of 2 million

tons per year.
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This follows the comprehensive commencement of the main works of the Sino-Saudi
Gulei Ethylene Project in February this year, marking another significant step in the

new landscape of Sino-Saudi integrated energy cooperation.
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Fujian Daily Reporter Zhao Wenjuan: Currently, | am at the Gulei Petrochemical Base in Fujian
province. Shortly, the highly anticipated Fujian Gulei Refining and Chemical Integration Project

Phase Il will officially commence behind me.
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Construction of the second phase of the Fujian Gulei Refining and Chemical Integration Project

began at 11:00 on November 18, with a total investment of 71.1 billion yuan.
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This is currently the largest industrial project in Fujian province.
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It also represents SINOPEC's biggest single investment in the refining and chemical sector.
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Saudi Aramco's Executive Vice President of Downstream, Mohammed Y. Qahtani : Here in Gulei,
our 320,000 barrels-per-day integrated refining and petrochemical complex will have the capacity
to produce 1.5 million metric tons of ethylene and 2 million metric tons of paraxylene.
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It will be an important part of supporting those liquids to chemicals aspirations.
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And we are delighted to be working with our exceptional partners at Sinopec and the Fujian

Refining and Petrochemical Company to help achieve this.
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Chief Planner Fujian Development and Reform Commission, Lin You: The current refining and
chemical integration project has the potential to serve as a flagship initiative for the Gulei
Petrochemical Base.
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It aims to facilitate synergies and cooperation between upstream and downstream operations of

petrochemical facilities in the province.
Aablaadl § SLylesSy A olada) 45l dd gl oldeall o Oolaxlly ))I‘U\_)f)u dlcug

(7 B HE S REAT 1B o T S b B A o i B R (A R R o
Furthermore, this project will support the overall advancement of the Gulei Base, steering it
towards a more advanced, intelligent and environmentally sustainable future.
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The construction of the second phase of the Gulei Refining and Chemical Project will
increase the refining capacity by 16 million tons annually, effectively resolving the

chokehold on Gulei's development due to the lack of refining industries.
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By leveraging the entire supply chain, Gulei's petrochemical industry will undergo a

significant transformation.
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In 2014, the Gulei Petrochemical Base was recognized as one of the seven national
petrochemical bases and the only cross-strait integrated petrochemical industrial base

in China.

A5 «hsbaS sl s ) Atk el B s (g Bl S (s Bl slasS s il saelsy Gl jieY) &5 2014 ple
sl i e il e 5 i) delica Lt i kel i L3 SO b S )

FRIELI— :

LA~ ]

BREEBNANEE ZEE: WIRE ROk, e BEARE .
Petrochemical Consultant Fujian Provincial Government, Li Guoging: Saudi Arabia is a
resource-based country.
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Our country processes 960 million tons of crude oil annually, but production is less than 300
million tons.
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This cooperation should be complementary.
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We are now proficient in processing crude oil.
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Our engineering and construction capabilities are advanced, and our construction speed is high,
especially considering we are a populous country.
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ur specialty lies in bringing crude oil to our facilities for processing, transforming it into
high-quality products that fulfill human needs.
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We leverage our market to support Saudi Arabia's resource exports, creating a mutually
beneficial relationship for both parties.
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There are two key principles to consider when planning our industrial chain: one focused on
cutting-edge technology, and the other emphasizes end products.
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In addition to petrochemicals, we are also considering expanding the industrial chain.
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For example, if | make polyester, filament, and staple from PTA, | can create clothes from it.
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| can also produce rubber from butadiene and make tires from that rubber, which is the process
of transforming "a drop of oil" into "a tire".
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Our planning, which is internationally recognized, can focus not only on the petrochemical
industry itself but also on the downstream petrochemical sectors, making sense for the entire

industrial chain and the country.
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Currently, the Gulei Petrochemical Base primarily supports two major industrial

chains: aromatics to polyester and olefins to plastics, each with a trillion-yuan

potential.
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Once the second phase of the Gulei Refining and Chemical Project is completed, three
of the province's six ethylene projects will be located in Gulei, with a total capacity
expected to reach 3.8 million tons, ranking first among the seven national

petrochemical bases.
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This will create a new pattern of full-chain development from refining, olefins, to
aromatics, optimizing the entire industrial chain from "a drop of oil" to "one thread"

and then to "a piece of cloth."
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The project intends to adopt advanced international technologies such as Sinopec's
boiling bed hydro-processing technology with completely independent intellectual
property rights, which can fully replace similar hydroprocessing technologies from

UOP in the United States and Axens in France.
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From Gulei Port to the Persian Gulf, those with shared aspirations see no distance too

great.
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Fujian and Saudi Arabia have joined hands once again, responding to the call of hearts

and the answer of time.
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In the 1990s, Saudi Arabia sent its first batch of international students to China.
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In 1998, Xiamen University received its first Saudi students sent by Saudi Aramco.



After two years of studying Chinese language and culture, they entered the School of

Chemistry and Chemical Engineering in 2000.
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Currently, a total of 22 Saudi students graduated from Xiamen University, many of
whom entered the chemical industry. By coincidence, some returned to Fujian, their

"second hometown."
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Hello everyone, my name is Essa Almansoor and my Chinese name is Su Jiahao.
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| studied chemistry and chemical engineering at Xiamen University.
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Now | am returning to China to work permanently in Beijing.
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| studied in China, speak fluent Chinese, and know a lot about Chinese culture and economy.
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I am using all the chemical knowledge | learned at Xiamen University to help our joint venture
succeed.
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Saudi Arabia is one of the largest energy producers in the world, so the two countries are building
a strong partnership in the energy sector.
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The joint project in Gulei, Fujian, is just one of the many investments Saudi Aramco has made in
China.
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All these investments in China show how close our cooperation with China is.
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Besides my work, | am very interested in Chinese martial arts.
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| have seen many Chinese kung fu movies in Saudi Arabia, such as Ip Man and Jackie Chan, so |
have been very interested in Chinese martial arts since | was a child.
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There are other aspects, in Saudi Arabia, that also put a lot of emphasis on calligraphy, and the
Chinese also put a lot of emphasis on calligraphy, so | started to learn how to write with a brush,
and the first word | wrote was home.
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From friendship to culture, my relationship with China is very close and it's like my second
hometown that keeps inspiring me!
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During President Xi Jinping's state visit to Saudi Arabia in December 2022, Sinopec
and Saudi Aramco signed a cooperation framework agreement for the second phase of
the Gulei Refining and Chemical Project, making it an important part of the new

pattern of Sino-Saudi energy cooperation.
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Ethylene is central to the petrochemical industry, often regarded as its cornerstone.
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In February 2024, the main works of the Sino-Saudi Gulei Ethylene Project
commenced, with a total investment of approximately 44.8 billion yuan and
completion expected by 2026.
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This is the first major project directly jointly invested by a local provincial enterprise

and a world-leading petrochemical giant in China.
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In May 2024, the Nanchang-Xiamen-Saudi Arabia "Silk Road Maritime" multimodal

transport channel began to operate regularly.
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In the future, products from the second phase of the Gulei Refining and Chemical

Integration Project will also travel along the New Silk Road.
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Carry forward a millennium of friendship and together create a bright future.
LBde Jutte 318 e G Jard g (i) CaYY dicall d8laall &) Jess
T AT, o MR AH [ 52 K] 22 98 2 B AR RN A AL

A thousand years ago, China and Arab nations became acquainted and connected

through the Silk Road.
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A thousand years later, the Belt and Road Initiative and Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030

shine in harmony.
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Fujian, an important starting point of the ancient Maritime Silk Road and the core

area of the 21st-century Maritime Silk Road, is where China and Saudi Arabia build

upon the past and forge ahead together.
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Looking to the future, on the path to building a community with a shared future for

mankind, China will continue to walk hand in hand with all progressive forces around

the world.
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